78	DAILY LIFE IN ATHENS
bowl From this the drink was ladled into the cups—broad
shallow saucers raised on a delicate base, often of exquisite design
and picked out with beautiful painted pictures.
The carouse would often last well on into the night. But
the wine was, for a while at least, more apt to stimulate than to
befuddle the brain; and witty talk was the rule. Sometimes,
if we may judge from the dialogues of Xenophon and Plato,
all manner of serious topics were discussed. In Xenophon's
account of a banquet, 'when the tables were removed and the guests
had poured a libation and sung a hymn, there entered a man from
Syracuse to give them an evenings merriment. He had with him a
fine flute-girl, a dancing-girl, and a very handsome boy who was
expert at the cither and at dancing. The boy and girl first played,
and all agreed that both had furnished capital amusement.* Then,
after a little talk, 'the girl began to accompany the dancer on the
flute and the boy at her elbow handed her hoops which, as she danced,
she kept throwing into the air, and catching again in regular rhythm.
Finally a hoop was brought in, set round with upright swords, and
the dancer, to the dismay of the onlookers, turned somersaults into
the hoop and out again.9 'After this admirable entertainment,'
says Socrates then, for he was one of the diners, 'should we not
attempt to entertain one another?* and invites the host to give a
sample of his wit, and explain what skill or science of his own
he is wont to set most store by. 'Certainly,' replies the host,
'/ will tell you my own chief pride. I believe I have the power to
make men better.' 'Make men better?' cries another, 'By teaching
them a handicraft or developing their characters, I'd like to know?'
and so the discussion begins which ranges on through a debate
about Beauty and Love. At the 'Banquet' described by Plato
the conversation centred round similar topics, and led to noble
flights of philosophic argument.
Though exhibitions of dancing and so forth were frequently
provided, it was also usual for the guests, as Socrates suggested,
to tirnish their own entertainment. Singing to the lyre was

